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1. (C) SUMNARY: On January.28, the Venezuelan Catholic 

Bishops’ Conference rejected an invitation from President 

Chavez for a private meeting. Citing *recent acts, 

judgaenta, and degrading expresaions® by Chaves, “as : * _ 
totally inadmissible," the Churchmen judged. this hostility 

as aimed not only at the Cardinal and the Papal Nuncio, but 

algo “at the Church itself, that is to say, the People of 

God, which corresponds to the inmensea majority of the : 

Venezuelan la.* 
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2. (0) On January 28, the Venezuelan Episcopal (Catholic 
Bishops') Conference rejected an invitation from President 
Chaves for a private weeting. Citing *recent acta, 
judgments, and degrading expressions® by Chavez and sons 
members of his government, "as totally inadmissible,* the 
Churchmen judged this hostility as aimed at not only rhe 
Cardinal and the Pagal Nuncio, but aleo “at the Church - 
itself, that ie to say, the People of God, which 
corresponds to the immense majority of the Venezuelan 
people.* This deciaion comes after Chaves on January 2¢ 
called the Catholic Church “a tumor* and made subsequent 
commenta in his “Alo Presidente" show in a similar vein. 
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